
 
 

Scenic view in the East Sandusky Bay 

New Blueway is a  
State-Recognized  
Ohio Water Trail 
 

The East Bay Trail is the third official Water 
Trail in the state, and the only Water Trail on a 
Lake Erie area bay in Ohio.  State recognition 
brings with it funding for signs and publica-
tions, as well as a listing on the ODNR Division 
of Watercraft Website, making discovery  
of the route possible for all. 
 
 

What is a Water Trail? 
 

By definition, a water trail, 
also known as a  blueway,  
is a route along a river or 
across other bodies of water, 
such as a lake or salt water, 
for people using small, 
beachable, hand-powered 
watercraft like kayaks,  
canoes, day sailers or  
rowboats.  Water trails are 
most often identified by the  
land facilities that support 
water travel. These include 
launch and landing sites 
(trailheads), campsites,  
rest areas, and other points 
of interest. On land, trails 
have distinct surfaces or 

walkways, while on water the entire water surface 
is constantly changing with flow, current, boat 
wakes and wind. 

A paddler’s map & guide to 
designated access along 

East Sandusky Bay  
Water Trail 

Discover 
Ohio  

Water Trails 

For More Information 
Erie MetroParks 
3910 Perkins Ave, Huron, OH 44839 
419.625.7783 
Web:  www.ErieMetroParks.com 
E-mail:  DiscoverIt@ErieMetroParks.com 
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& Horticultural Services 
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Blueway trail now open  
on East Sandusky Bay 
 

The City of Sandusky and Erie MetroParks are 
proud to be the local sponsors of a 15 mile  
water trail around the East Sandusky Bay that 
was dedicated on June 2, 2007. 
 
The East Sandusky Bay Water Trail provides 
many of the seven million annual Sandusky 
area visitors the opportunity to enjoy the scenic 
views, natural resources, cultural history and 
great recreational opportunities from a unique 
view previously known only to a few.  This  
eco-tourism concept provides another option  
for people to benefit from in the recreational  
opportunities offered along the waterfront in  
and along Sandusky Bay and Lake Erie.  



Osborn Park 

Steinen Wildlife Area 

Community Foundation  
Preserve at Eagle Point 

Airport Preserve 

Putnam Ma
Nature Pre

Hoffman Preserve 6 

8 

Wyand

US 6/Cleveland Rd 

US 250/Milan Rd 

1 

3 

11 Big Island Preserve and 
Landing with Parking 

# 
1 B

2 P

3 C

4 S

5 H

6 P

7 A

8 C
L

9 S
L

10 W
O

11 K

1 C
b

5 

2 
 ! 

Pipe Creek Channel 
Caution—Powerboats 

7 

4 



arsh  
eserve 

ot Wetland Meadows Preserve 

9 

X 

ESB Water Trail 
July 2007 

Water Trail 
 

Mandatory Route (Jan-Jun)* 
 

Mandatory Route (Sep-Oct)** 
 

Existing Points of Interest 
 

Future Points of Interest 
 

Existing Features 
 

Proposed Features 
 

Alternate Walking Route 
 

Pipe Creek Channel—Powerboats  
 

Caution—Powerboat Area 
 

Caution—Water Trail Crosses  
        Powerboat Traffic 
 

Caution—Low Bridge 

  *Due to Bald Eagle Nesting Zone 
**Due to Nearby Hunting 

NAME DISTANCE INFORMATION 
Big Island Preserve & Canoe Launch Start  Parking & Launch Capabilities 

Pier Track Point .2 Miles Fishing, and Future Launch Site and Parking 

Castaway Bay Marina Transient Dock .9 Miles Dining, Lodging, Shopping and Restrooms 

South Up Pipe Creek to Turn Around Point 1.0 Miles Scenic Views and Wildlife 

Hoffman Preserve Landing (Future) 1.0 Miles Campground, Convenience Store 

Putnam Marsh Canoe Landing (Future) .3 Miles Future Water Access 

Airport Preserve Observation Deck (Future) .4 Miles Future Water Access 

Community Foundation Preserve Landing  
Limited access due to nesting Bald Eagles 

1.0 Miles Launch Capabilities—Long Carry from Parking 
(May be closed Jan-Jun) 

Steinen Wildlife Area Platform (Future)  
Limited access due to hunting 

.3 Miles Future Water Access 
(May be closed Sep-Oct) 

Wyandot Wetland Meadows Preserve  
Observation Deck and Landing (Future) 

2.0 Miles Future Water Access 

Kiwanis Park Landing (Future) 6.5 Miles Future Water Access and Parking 

Choose Powerboat Area by Water or Alternate Route 
by Land to Return to Start at Big Island Canoe Launch 

1.5 Miles 
or 0.5 Miles 

Parking & Launch Capabilities or Alternate 
Route—Walk back to Start Point (1st St. to F St.) 

 Total Distance 15.1 Miles  
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Stay Safe on the Water Trail 
 

To ensure a pleasant voyage, water trail users are 
advised to follow all State watercraft regulations,  
familiarize themselves with the route in advance,  
and note all possible hazard areas along the trail.  
File a float plan, or in other words, let a land-based 
friend know where you are going and when you  
expect to return.  Good practices includes knowing 
the weather forecast before venturing out, and  
keeping an idea out for approaching storms while 
enjoying the water.  Trail sponsors also recommend 
carrying a cell phone in a waterproof bag which  
has been secured to the watercraft.   
 

Avoid Conflicts 
 

In the East Bay, man-made hazards include  
possible conflicts with powerboats, especially in 
the Pipe Creek channel, and potential crowding 
at the launch areas.  State law gives non-
motorized watercraft the right of way.  However, 
common sense and courtesy should be foremost 
in the mind of water trail users at all times.  Trail 
visitors are also asked to respect private prop-
erty, and to avoid conflicts with hunters as well 
as efforts to protect nesting eagles during desig-
nated seasons of the year. 
 

Allow for the Wind 
 

Unlike most river-based routes where water currents 
are of utmost importance, on the mostly flat waters 
of the Back Bay, wind is usually the most common 
hindrance to an enjoyable experience.  Blueway  
users may avoid much of its negative impact by 
paddling in the wind shadow (the lee) of the shore.  
Note also that high winds can produce current and 
water level changes near the bridges that provide 
water access in and out of the East Bay.  Care 
should be exercised while approaching the bridges 
during breezy conditions.  High winds can also  
expose mud flats and obstructions sometimes in 
only a matter of minutes. 
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